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To the Church of Chih, and every 
member thereof, over which Mr: 


Iohn Sympſon was made ( by 
the Holy-ſpirit ) over-ſeer. 


Grace and Peace be multiplied unto you,thorow 
che knowledge of God, and our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, 


. Beloved in the Lord! 

F I ſhonld ſpend much time in making an Apologie- for 
I my ſelf in reference to the Dedication of this ors . 
OR to you of the Congregation, I might well be 
judged to complement, It*s yours by right : If it come into 
ether hands ( through God's bleſſing ) 1t may do good, but as 
in the preaching of # I had, ſo now in the Printing of ut I |, 
bave a ſpecial reſpe&t for you, and to you af the Church it was 
firſt preach'd, and now printed for your ſakes. 

However I think meet in this place, to give ſome brief ac- 
count of the reaſon both of its Pitblication and: Dedication, 
Firſt, for its Publication,the reaſon ts manifold : 1, For that 
T did jndge the ſubjeft in it ſelf to be ſuitable to the preſent 
ſtate of the people of God, and mught be of uſe to the ſtirring 
thems up to humiliation and reformation, 2, That 1 might 
. wanifeſt that dear reſpeft I had for, and that affet10» p did. 
44 A 2 car 


| The Epiſtle Dedicatory; 
bear unto that choice ſervanit of Chriſt deceaſed, #nder whoſe 
Mimitry I bave been ſo = refreſhed and raiſed m my (pr 

rit. 3. Fecauſe I nas deſired by ſeveral of the friends of 

Mr. lohn Sympſon! asther to print my diſcourſe, or give 

thems copies of it; wherefore [ choſe to do the former,becauſe 

1 did judge 1t might give the greater ſatiſfaltion, . 4hly » 

T hat F might do ſomething towards the windication of the 

»vame of that glorified ſaint, both from former, and later re- 

; « proaches, and ſlanders, Thoſe that have a good conſcience, 
11 X have not always a good name, The people of God #n this life 
j / \ arecalled the troublers ofs I[rae};they are ſeditions,rebellious, 
what not? Chrit himſelf was acconnted a decerver, and im- 
poſter;and Paul was ſaid to be aſeditions perſon, and ſuffered . 
' + ( intheopin.onof ſome) 45 an evill doer,;2 Tim. 2 g.Wherem 
T [aff er trouble as anevil doer, even unto bonds. Job was 
repreſented unto the world as an hypocrite, and that by his 

X 7 friends; which went very near him. The miniſters of the 
Goſpell muSt expett above any other to meet with reproaches 
( 23 Cor, 6, 8, ) the Devill bates them mot, becauſe they 
2n0Ft oppoſe his Kingdom, axd intereSt, and therefore if he- 

ear" debauch their conſciences, hee®l ſpit hu venoms at them 
through the mouths bf wicked and unged!y men. But let wick> 

ed men knew, that the time is haſtening on apace, where as 

God will make 1nqui{ition for bliod , ſo for names; as the 

/ N death, ſs the name of a ſaint 1s pretions in Gods accompt-: 
Toſh, 5. 9. God will roul away the reproach of his people;, * hee'l cauſe 
Plal. 37. 6, #h*ir innocency and righteouſneſs ro kreak, forth as the ſun at 
| Pſal.11 2,6, 199% * and their names ſhall be bad in everlaſting remenss 
bY > brauce. T had theught ſomething myght have been done whis 
| way by a better pen before this time, but ut being ſeveral 
months ſince the death of . Mr. Sympſon , and nothing 
yg done, I'was willing tomaks 8 que what I had preacht, &: 
1 hope i'ss not ons of the pre and haughtine(s my hearts 
( though a proud, and wicked hear t TI bave 5 and bleſſed be 
free grace that m any meaſure I knew it ſo to br, but ts do 
Chriſt and bs people ſervice. The ſoul of our dear brothes 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory, — 
& in glory,above any Encominas or Eulogie that can be made - 
»f him; What therefore ts ſþokgn' in the following diſcourſe, 
extends not to hum, but unto the living; it's not to advantage 
him, but to prevent others from dif, Hake themſelues 
by thinking or ſpeaking evily of bims, Laſtly, That I might 
preſent the virtues of Mr, Sympſonto you for your imita« 
tion : Undoubtedly it's your duty to. follow himz ſo far as he 
followed Chriſt, Now there were very many choice things in 
that faithful man worthy of emulation and imitation, where- 
11 you will do well to walk, 45 you had him for an example. 
T hus mch for its publication. : 
* The Reaſons why I did dedicate it to you of the Congrega- 
#10, are, Firſt, Becauſe I did judge the Diſpenſation of God 
| to which the following Diſcourſe refers, did mare tunmediate- 
þ ly concern you, than any othes : it's true, there are many not 
of the Congregation, that did undonbtedly recerye good by 
Mr. Sy miplons Miniſtry, and will have canſe to bleſs God 
for it unto all Eternity; and theſe are much concerned tn 
his death : But however, can{idering his relation unto you, 
how he was under Chriſt your Bifhap, Paſtor, Feeder, Lea- 
der, 8c. And how farthful, conſtant and laborious he was in 
the diſcharge of hu truſt committed to hims, it muſt needs be 
granted, that that Providence of God did maſ nearly concern 
70u, and conſequently this following Diſcourſe, 2, 1ts to ac 
knowledge my thankfulneſs to God and you, for all thoſe pre- ſ 
£1015 dayes and hours which I have enjoyed in your Aſſems+ 
blies, Tomy beſt remembrance : never [aw nor enjoyed more i, / 
of the preſence and glory of God in any Aſſembly ( ſetttn X 
- Min ſtry of Me 4 of Ls. file ) Fees / 
haye done in your Aſſemblies. T he conſideration of whnch, as 
it dothin the firſt place oblige me to bleſs the Lord ( 1n whos 
all my Well-ſprings are, and who 1s the Fountain of conſola« 
tion to his people ſo in the next place it doth engage me to * 
ſerve you hus people (with, and among whom T have enjoyed 
' ſuch great mercies) to the urmoſt of my abilities. By this 
. | Dedication 


The Epiſile Dedicatory, | 
Dedication 1 do not profeſs to have paid. my Engagements un« 
to you, 1 doonely takg an occaſion hereby to acknowled ve 
my ſelf your Debtor. Pay my Engagements I cannot bet= 
ter then by praying for you. My hearty deſire therefore to 
God for you ts, That you all may krow, love and enjoy Chriſt 
in truth , that every member of your viſible Body may ( by 
the Spirit ) be baptized into that one Myſtical Body , over 
x which Chriſt t the Head, that Hell may be never the ful- 
ler for any of you , but that you may all live graciouſly, 
which is the way to dye bleſſedly. And further , that God 
would keep you together , aud hide you in the ſecret of his 
preſence, cauſe his glory to reſt upon you, and cauſe a defence 
ro be upon that his glory, that he would grve you Paſtors af- 
ter his own heart, and anneint them with 4 double meaſure of 
his Spirit, a ſpirit fit bothts rule and teach; to rule I ſay(net 
as Lords over your couſcienses, but ) atcoraing to the b{cfſed 
direftion of Scripture-Canons, that {2 you may be able to bleſs 
God in the words of Ezra, (cap.9.8.) And now for a little 
ſpace grace hath been ſhewed from the Lord our God,to leave 
#5 a Remmant to eſcape , and to givews a Nall in his holy 
Place, that our God may lighten onr eyes, aud give ms alittle 
reu:ving 1m our bondage, | 
Al I defire(which | am ſure 1 ſha! have):s your acceptance 
of this my love inthe Lord, fl can't ſay that I do here preſent 
unto you the ſame Sermon{werbatins) that you heard preacht, 
i VF or, beſides thoſe neceſſary diſtinftions that muſt be put be- 
| '/\ tween the Tongue and the Pen,l have ſuperadded ſome things 
8b) for the perfetting this Diſcourſe , whichT think, you will nat 
w Thdge nſeleſs or needleſs when you ſhall have read it, 

When ought of Truth ss pref ented unts you , take heed of 
looking too much upen the handthat brings it,or upon the dreſs 
in which itt comes; not wpon the hand , becauſe then if the t4- 
ftrument that preſents it, be accounted unworthy, Truth will 
be deſpiſed: He that preſents you withthu following diſcourſe, 
i a very unyorthy inſtrument , as unworthy as you can ima- * 

| gine 


= 
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the plainneſs and ſimplicity of the Goſpel. "4 


. The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 


give hins to be; though bleſſed be God , how vile ſorver he be 


#1 otber mens gh he defires to be more wile in his own : But 
yer I hope you have learnt with the holy Prophet, to be content 
10 be fed, though it be by a Raven ; it's no matter who brings 
truth, ſo God ſends it; though withall | would here give you 
this caution, T akg heed of going out of Gods way for feeding, 
I conclude that that man that reſolves to go to Rome to learn 
the Articles of the Chriſtian Faith, hath meg with ſome bad 
counſel, Keep inthy way, aud have thy Tachſtons alwayes 
ready, and then (with the Goldſmuth ) when ought «© preſent= 
ed unto thee, firſt try it, and if it prove yight and ſound, take 
t, and bleſs God for it, and mind not the perſon that brings it; 
but take heed of going out of thy ſhop , for it may be whilſt 
thou art trading in other mens ſhops,thine owa may be robbed, 
Again, Mind not the dreſs in which Truth comes, Many 
have ſuch critical ſtomachs , that plain wholeſome fare will 
not down wuh them , notwithſtanding times are hard, and 


bread dear, yet they muſt have food mn ſuch a dreſs , or elſe | 
they are net pleaſed; they*le be ready to ſlight ſuch food as the ' 


Countrey people would be glad of with all their heart: I dare 
not invite one ſuch perſon to my Iuttle Fealt, and that becauſe 
1 fear there*s not one bit will pleaſe hins. I ans plain,and cans 
not be otherwiſe : 1 dare ſay the following diſcourſe ts wholes 
ſome; if therefore wholeſom food will pleaſe thee , eat, and 
much gnod may do thee, As tothis particul4r I would only beg 
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yo0u, To look back and conſider thoſe many exhort ations you .\. MM. 19: 
had from that bleſſed man Mr, Cradock to A Pl ; my. oc & 
ſt | 


Va 
To-cloſe: My dearly beloved, you are a people greatly ble 
of God,with reſpett to the means of Gracezyour conſtant helps 
(for above theſe twenty years) have been glorious helps 3 your 
Auxiliary helps(which you have had in abundauce)have been 
glorious helps. Conſidering ove thing with another , I think 
may ſay and not ſin, ou ' Jon en;oyed the Cream of the world: 
Surely Friends, God expetts great things from you» expetts 


39u ſhould be eminent Chriſtians 5 Emunenty t. In _— - 
ners; 


The Epiſle Dedicatory, 


eſs, the high praiſes of God ſhowld be in your mout hs,toy that 
. be hath ds MAS rn fally mig 4 Eminent Yor frets 
/\ \—- FulneſUnfrunſulmſs guaer [| hike on 00x fits the ſoul for 
& 7 7; ing and burning, [ſg,s, Mat.3,10, eb.6,7,8, 3.Em. 
nent in faithfulneſs, and thats 1, in reſpri2 to ſmucerity, Phil, 
1.10, Touſhould not de things to be ſeen 0 a, men, but as als 
wayes under Gods eye. 2, In reſpell of conſtancy, Rey, 2.10, 
Be faichful unto the death, and I will give thee a 
Cromn of Life. The Sermens thox haſt heard, and the Ser- 
wants of Chriſt that bawe preacht unto thee , will all witneſs 
-* againſt thee, if tho ſhalt turn Apo ate, Confo der theſe things 
j\ and do accordingly, and it will be well with you now , better 
ED "wy and beit of all at lat, Vale. 
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The periſhing and failing of good men, / X- 


a matter of great and ſore lamen-'" 
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Joh. 11,35, Feſw wept. 


S every thing is beautiful in its ſeaſon, 
ſo words when ſpoken 1n due ſeaſon, 
' are hike apples of go!ld in piftures of [il- 
ver And therefore ut is the great work 
of a Preacher to confider the ſtate of 
the people ro whom he preaches, fo to prepare his 
work before hand, as that he may hit the mack, 
knock the nail on the head : The Preacher {oughr 
out acceptable words 5 now generally thoſe words 
| are moſt acceptable to, andbeſt received by the hea- 
rers ( eſpecially intelligent hearers ) that are ſuited 
to their preſent condition, 'Good words may be 
vain words in a preachers mouth, and they are ever- 
more ſo, when they arecither inconfiſtznt ro the 
argument in hand, or elſe altogether unſuitable tq 
the capacity and ſtare of thehearers, 1 gonfider- 
ing therefore the fecret hand of God upon this Con- 
TRE” B gregations 
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gregation, in taking away that eminent Scrvant of 


Chriſt, Mr. Jobs Sympſon, thought ir incumbent up- 
on me toſpeak ſomething at this rime that might be 
ſuitable to thepreſent diſpenſation of God rowards 
you, and in my meditations this Scriprure was caſt 


1n, Jeſs wept. The occaſion of this text is known 


uoto you ; in the begining of this Chapter you read 
that L4z4/w Was fick, and the news thereof imme. 
diatly ſent co Jeſw ; who notwithſtanding he dear. 
Iy loved him, yet(as the ſequel of the ſtory acquaints 
you) he doth not preſently go up to Bethany to viſic 
fick £4544 ; but maketh a ſtay for ſeyeral days ; 
the reaſon whereof is at hand, vyz, Thar a ſentence 
of death might paſs upon beloved Zazarw, and he 
be laid in che grave, and a ſtone rouled upon him; 
and'all this in order to the manifeſtation of the glo- 
ry and power of Chriſt in his reſurreRion, It is good 
hereto notegthat as Chriſt heredcalt with Zazarw, 
{o he doth often deal with his beloved Spoule, his 
Church on earth : the Church ſhe is ſick, fieth lan- 
ouiſhing, and nigh to death ; report bereof is made 
ro Chriſt in heavea, and he is defired to come and- 
viſit his fick Spoule g: Chrift, though he loves his 
Spouſe with a dear immuitab{e love, yet he ſeemeth 
ro turn a deaf ear upon this requeſt, and carriech it 
as if he did-not mind Zjens.concernments, as if he 
cared not how ſhe: was abuſed and trampled on by 
this wicked perſecuting world g but the reaſon / as 
above ) licth here, that ſo-& ſentence of death might 
paſs upon the Church, and upon all her concerns 
and gloty z and allthis in order to the maanifeftari- 
on of Chriſt, glorious power in her reſurre&ion, 

| thar 


% . 


[ Ee 
that he may appear to be the great God) thar 'can 
raiſ{6detiverance out of the duſt, appear for his peo- 
pk when there is none ſhut up or left, —_ 

Aﬀrer £a4Foarm had been in the grave four days, 
Chriſt he comes up to Fethany, and the ſiſters of La- 
zarm, viz, Martha and Mary,they come out to meet 

eſus; firſt Martha ſhe cometh , vey, 20, and ſhe 
taith, Lord, if thou hadſt been here, my brother kad wot 
ied, ver, 21, After this comes Mary, verl. 32.and 
ſhe falls down at Chriſts feet, ſaying, Lord, #f thox 
had(t bcen here , my brother, had mt died, when Jeſus 
thereſore ſow her neeping , and ths Jews aiſs meeping 
which came nith ber, te groaned in the Spirit , and was 
troul led, ani ſa.d, Where have ye laid bim 2 They ſay 
unto him, Lord, ome axd ſee. Jeſu wept, 

There is very much wrapt up in the bowels of this The text 
lictle Text : Here we may take notice of the huma- opened, |; 
nity of Chriſt; ic appears by Chriſts weeping that 
he is perte& man, as well as perie& God, That 
Chriſt wepr, ts to be referred, not to his Divinity, 
but to his Humanity ; and ſo we ſhall find that 
Chriſt was {ubje& as to this, fo to all natural infir- 
mities; as hunger, thirſt, wearineſs, 8&c, which 
may comfort rhe Saints that groan under natura},as 
well as ſinful infirmities ; and that from the reaſon 
why Chriſt was made in all things like unto his bre- 
thren3 namely, That be might be « merciful High- 
prieft, Hebr, 2.17,18. And though Chriſt be now 
in glory, yet he istouched with rhe feeling of the ins 
firmities of his people here on earth, Hezr. 4. i5. 
ſo ronched, as that he cannot burhave compaſſion 
on them under all their preflures and grievances 
whatlocver, B 2 Dot. 


= | 

Do'ſt thou then —_ ander natural weakneſſes 
and infirmities > Go boldly to the throne of grace, 
(which is the uſe the Apoſtle makes of this dodrin, 
Heb 4.16, ) and (pread thy weakneſſes and infir- 
mities before the Lord, and chou maieſt in faith ex- 
peR grace to help inthis need, that Chriſt ſhould 
enable thee to bear up under theſe weakneſles, 
until mortality ſhall have put on immortalicy, 

But to come co the thirg I intend, and that is the 
occaſion of Chriſts weepingawhich was the death of 
Lazarus, a good man: w hence I (hal obſerve and 


proſecute this Doarine ; 


Dofiy, That i: is a Chriſt-like frame of ſpirit,to Le deeply af. 

| fefted with, and to mun over the aathof ſach as are 
truly gracious: : 

pl Here's Lazarm a good man in his grave, and 


Chriithe weeps over him:youhavea weeping Chriſt 
over a dead L454/14, 

When old Jac3b an eminent perſon was bury:d ; 
its ſaid Ges. 50: 10; { That they mourned with a great 
and ſme lament at:on,and that for 7 dayes together. 
And ſo when 2-fes (that eminent ſervant of the 
Lord,that brought the children of 7ſrael out of Egypt 
very neerto the good Land ) died, and was buried 
by a ſecrer hand, it's ſaid, the children of Iſrael mour- 
ned for him 30 days, Deut.34., 8. 
der beloved, you have loſt a ſes, one 


Ft was valiant for God in former times, when the 
-pcople of God in Erg/and were coming out of E- 
£:p:,8 he hath been an eminent leader to the ſaints 
1n their wilderneſs ftate,andGod did often rake him 

| to 
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to the top of Piſgah, and 21 him their glorious: 
viſions, andrhar not onely of teavenly Canaan, but 
alſo of thatglorious landof reſt and righteouſneſs 
that the Saints ſhall injoy in this world , when the 
mountain of the houſe of the Lord ſhall be advan» 
ced upon the top of all mountains, and the King-- 
domes of this world become the Kingdomesof the 
Lord, and of his Chriſt ; of which thirgs he hath 
often ſpoke unto you in much life and power. Now 
that ſuch a AZoſes ſhould be taken off in the VVilder- 
neſs, while the people of God are yet ſhort of this ' 
good Land, is matter of great humiliation, 

Likewiſe you find the ſame ſpirit in thoſe Chriſti. 
ans, As 20.that Paul ( the great Apoſtle of the 
Gentiles ) did there take hits farewel of, ſaying, wer, 
25. Aid now behold, I know that ye all, among nhom 7 
have gone preaching the Kingdom of Goa, ſhall ſee my 
face no more, It's ſaid, 37, 38 verles, Ani they all 
wept ſore, ani fell on Pauls neck, and kiſſed him 5 $97 = 
rowirg moſt of all for the words which he ſpak: [that they 
ſhould ſee bis fare no more | 

Darid alſo is exceedingly affeRed in this kind, 
Pſal, 12. 1. Help Lord, for the godly mas. ceaſeth, for 
the faithful fail from among the children of men. And 
ſothe Church, Micah 7. Wo ts me, fir Tam 45 when 
they hate gathered the ſummer-fruits, a5 the grape- 
glearndngs of the Vintage ;, there is nocluſter In me--<< 
The good man ts periſhed out of the earth : and there is 
prone upright among men, Cc. 

And the Prophet /ſaiah,Chap.57.vetl,r, laments 
and bemoans the ſpiritual ſecuriry of the children 
of 1[rael, expreſt by chis, That they did - ob- 

erve 


- 


(6) : 
ſerve & take notice, neither were they affected with 
the petiſhing. & taking away of the righteous, and 
the merciful man, 8nd chargeth upon them this 
ſenceleſs and ſtupid frame of heart, as their great ' 
and common fin, 

Now by all chis it 8ppeats, that it is both the dus- 
ty and property of a Chriſtian (ſuch an one as hath | 
been baprizcd into the ipiris of Jeſus ) ro be deeply 
affe&ed with the death of {uch gs are truly gratious, 
eſpecially when they are eminent for uſe and ſervice 
co Chriſt, and his people, 

Reaf. We ſhall now give you the reaſons why it is ſo, 
I 


and cannot be orherwiſc, but that gracious perſons : 

mult needsbe affeted with, and mourn. oves the 

dearhofgood men, | : | a 

Firſt, Becaule every ſtroke in this kind, putsa ſe- 

rious heart in mind of 1ts mortality, tells us that we 
aredying mortiall creatures, and thar's a very ſeri- _ 
ous confideration to every awakened foul, The H-- 
wingythe living wil lay ir to heart fairh Sulomer,Eccle, 
7,2, Theftroke of death upon othets, tells us thar 
dye we tnuſt, and how ſoon the Lord knows ; and O 
happy! thrice happy is thatperfon that can dye wel: 
We are ready to (ay,bleſſed isthe rich man, and the 
honourable tnan, and the profcffing man ; the man 
that can ſpeak wel, and pray well, and live well;but 
above all(ſay I}bleſted 1s the perſon that dyes well- 
Now ſuchſtrokes as thefe purs a ſerious ſoulin'mind 
of dying, Ther's none pretentknows who may dye 
_ may £0 to thegrave ncx:-.Thar's the Firſt;bur 
then, : | | 

2? _ 2 |r ſprings from that Simpathy that is both-jn | 


nature,*.* 


ws 
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nature, and in grace :firſt in nature, when God takes: 
away ahusband, a father, a child, &c,chis cuts deep, 

and affe&s,much, 4brabaw he mourns over beloved 

Sarah. Dauid over Abſoln, though arebellious ſon. 

To be ſtupid, and nor to mind the hand of God 

when he {inires.our near and dear relations, doth de- 

clare, that we do notonely want grace, but natural 

affeFion; and to be without natural affection, is a 

very black charaRter, 2 Ti, 3.2. 

And then in Grace there is alſo a great ſympathy: 
1f God (mites one member of the Church, the reſt 
are affected withit: It a Payl,a Minſter of Chriſt, 
a Paſtor, a ſpiritual Father, comes to take tits fare- 
well of his people, and tell chem that they ſhall ne- 
-ver ſee his face morcy oh what weeping, and mourn- 
ing, and lamenting ts there at his departure ! 
3aly, Another reaſon is, Becauic there is much of 
God's anger oft-times to be ſeen infſuch ſtrokes gf 
God'sanger; I ſay; not againſt the perſons taken a- 
way, but againſt rhoſe that remain; As when God 
taketh away a Father, a Husband, a Wife, &c, the 
ſoul of that Relation. may.be carryed to Heaven, and 
there poſſ-fled of glory, and yer nevertheleſs the 
death of chat Relation may bein judgement co the 
' Family, And fo in a ſpiritual Relation , God may 

rake away a holy Miniſter, a faithful Paſtor,and this 
in jadgementeo the Flock , to thoſe thar fate under: 
his Miniſtry : And ſurely it is the great concern- 
ment 'of you of this Congregation to hear the 
voice of this Rod, and of him that hath appointed: 
it, and to.endeavour to know the mind of God in this 
great ftroke, 
4thiy, 


| (8) | 
: | 4thly, The periſhivg of good 'men is a matter of 
- -preat humiliation, and tha becauſe they are a great 
blefling to the nations, cities, families, .e&c, where 
they are caſt, It fares either the better,or the worſe 
with ſuch places for their ſake, VV hen God de- 
| ftroyed theold world, the family of Neah was ſaved 
\ for Noahs fake, Ger.7. And God hath promiſed to 
| bleſs them thar bleſs his people,and curte them thar 
curſe his people, Gen, 12: 3: & 27: 29 Numba24, 
9, Wo then to the rating damning crew of this 
generation; who make it a matter of ſport to curſe . 
the ſaints of the moſt high; for as ſure as God is in 
heaven (witk-out true repentance ) thoſe curſes will 
return upon there one heads, 

The ſtory likewiſe of ALimelech is remarkable z 
Gen. 20. it's laid, God faſt cloſed up cllthe wombs of the 
houſe of Abimelech,becauſe of Sarab Abrahams wife, ver, 
x84, and ver.7, God himfelf-ſatth t0 Ab:meltch, re+ 
fore the man ( meaning Abrabam. ) bs wife, for he is & 
propber, and be ſhall pray for thee, and thou ſhalt live ; 
and if thou reftor e ker not know you;that thes ſhalt ſare- 
ty dye, thou, and all that are thine. | 

Morcover you read rhat God bleſſed the houſc 
of Potipher,and all that he had for Foſephs ſake, Ger, 
39.1. 5Terſes. Andthe houle of Obed-Edom was 
blieſt tor the ark ſake, 2 Sams 6-10, 11, And the 

Citic of Zoar was ſaved for £5 ſake, that he mighc 

have a refuge to file unto, Gerefts 19.' and Pro- 

Terbs 11, 10. 11, faiththus, When ir goeth well 

with the rightcous, the city rejoyces: and when the 

wicked periſh,thereis ſhouting, By the bleſſing of 

: theuprightthe city 1s exalted;bur it is overthrownby 
| the 


_- 
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'the month of the wicked, Surely then, if the ci- 
xy rejoyceth, and is exalted by the bleſſing, and 


roſpetity of the righteous, thoſe rulers and great 
as Eck earth, = have endeayored, or ſhall 
endeavour to eſtabliſh themſelves in their great» 
neſs, power,and glory, by the impriſoning,& ba- 
niſhing , of the ſaints, are exceedingly. blinded, 
and intatuared; for by this they diſcover them« 
ſelves to be of the (ſpirit of Hamer; who could nor 
be contented with his name, and honour, folong 
as Mordeca; lace at the Kings gate:ſo they, they 
have notbeen contentwith their greatneſs,ſo long 
as the people of God have had any breathing a- 
mong them, bur ſtill have deſigned the building 
of themſelves, and their kingdomes,- npon the ru- 
ines of ſuch, of whom this world is not worthy: 
It had been well forſuch, if they had ſeriouſly 
conſidered the juſt judgement of God, upon 


this proud Hamer, he ſought his own advances 


ment, deſigned thaty and he was advanced, with 
a witneſs ; for he was hanged upen a Gallows fif- 
ry cubits high, | 

Mind allo theſe Scriptures, wherein this par- 
ticular is further proved,1ſa,19-24 1: that day ſhall 
Iſrael be the third w:th Egypt and with Aſſyria, even 
a bleſſing inthe midft of the land, Ezck, 34. 25, 


I— 
Be tn... 


26, And Iwill make with them 4 covenant of peace, © 


and will cawſe the evill beaſts to ceaſe out of the Jand: 
and they ſhall dwell ſafely in the nilierneſi, andſleep 
in the woods, And | will make them, andube places 
round abou: my hill , « bleſſing ;, and 1 will cauſethe 

. Jhoner 
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ſhower to come downin his ſeafon:there fhall be:ſhowers 
of blefing. Micah 5:7. . 43d the remnant of Jacob 
ſhell be in the midft of .many-peapley, as 4 dew from 
the Lord, 45 the ſhowers upon the graſſe, that tarrieth F 
210t for man , nor waiteth forthe ſons of meni 
In which ſcripture the great encreaſe'the rem- 
nant of J«cob ſhall have in, and the great blef« 
ing they ſhalf be unto the nations of the world, 
is prophecicd of, 
The people of God muſt needs be a blefling to 
the places where they dwell; for, +» 
+ Firſt, There is God eſpecially preſent : thar 
| land that is planted with righteous people, may 
 Ezek,q8.u!t.be rightly called Jehovah Shammab; for the Lord 
Pſa].46.5- is there, God is in the midſt ot her, &c, Bur, 
R | 2 Righteous ones are the firength and ſafety 
2 of the nations whete they are, the pillars indeed 
upon which the world ſtand ; andto ſpeak the 
'truth, the world is ſaved for their ſakes, Jer, 5, 
Ver. To 
_ God there ſaith, That if ove may could be found 
in Jeruſalem that did execute judgment, and ſought 
the. truth, he would pardon it, | 
1a theſe words two things are. to be noted : 
Firft, that the people: of God were at this time 
reduced to a very ſmall number, and thoſe thar 
Ter, $, 25. Were,were hid; could not be ſeen ; for S:l,mm 
ro the end, {airhProv.,28.12--6ut when the wicked riſe,a man is 
hidden. 
The rulers and magiſtrates at this time were 
as bad as hell, Divels incarnate 3 and when there 
are 


h (42) ts | 
ate ſuch' magiſtrates ,,, then righteou peifogs ”, 
':muſt lyc hid, there is no appearing for them at 
Jucha.time, .. : FT 
- .Ppogerbs 28. ,ult, when thewicked riſe, men(that 

is geottmen) hid themſctiues: but when they periſh, the 
r1ob teonrancr/dſes ; 

Bur. 2, and tothe purpoſe, by { a man) in this 
text, we are to underſtand, that a yery few, a 
ſmall number of righteous ones ſhould ſerve to 
ſave the city, | 

And anſwerable to this, you have God conde- Gey,18. 
ſcending to the prayer of Abraham concerning 
Se9dom (0 low, that it there were but 10 right- 
eous perſons to be found in ir, yet he would fave 
the city for the ſake of thoſe ten righteous: And 
although there was butonerighteous perſon to be 
found 1n Sodem, namcly Lot, ( and therefore cal- 
ledby the Sodomites, This one {ellow,Gen.19.9;) 
yet Gods hands were ſo tyed, and bound up by 
this one righteous man, that he could nor deſtroy 
Sodom, untill Zo: was got ſafe to Zoar for, ſaith 
the Angel to Lo#, verie 22, Haſt thee, eſcape 
thither; ( for I cannot do any thing ) till thou be 
come thither , &c._ 

The people of Goll by their prayers & tears 
preſerve the places wheretn they livefrom wrath 
and judgement, as appears by theſe ſcriptures, 
Gen, T9- 20, Exo, 32. 11.12.13. 14» 3i. 32, & 
33. 12,13, & 34: 8: 9; Dest: 9: 18; to the end 
loſhua 7:7: 8: 98 1: Sam. 23: Jer. 13.17. & 14: 
7:8,9:19: to the A 1.16, Andalthough 
: | "0&3 irs 
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irs poſſible the fin of a nation; or people maybe 
FF To = great, of ſuch a Scarlet die, and clonhed 
2 Ch419.36, ith ſuch circumſtances, as that God may not 
I6, | hearthe prayers of his righteous ones for that 
nation or people, ( a-Jer.15- 1, Exek, 14.14, ) 
bur pour out his wrath upon them without re. - 
meet yet nevertheleſs {uch is the prevalency of 
the ſaints with Godin prayer, as that we find, 
when deftru&ion and ruine hath been threatned, 
and hath ſeemed to beentring in at the windows, 
and at the door, the prayers and interceflions of 
righreous ones ( they flinging themſelves in the 
ap, and pleading with God upon the account of 
is name, honour and mercy ) hath diverted 
judgement , and procured national mercy and 
pardon many a time: And again, ſuch is the pre» | 
valency of ſaints in prayer, as thatif God bere- ® 
ſolved .to deſtroy a natton , he firſt reſtrains 
the ſpirit of prayer ; he ſaith to his holy 
- Ones, pray not for this people for thelr good, ( er, 
chap. 7. 16. & 11, 14, & 14.11.) and let me 4- 
lone, that my wrath may wax hot againſt them,s an 
that I may conſume them, ( Ex0d,32.10,)) as much 
as to ſay, Give me my hands ar libetty; and do- 
, nortyeme up from deſtroying this people. I can'c 
deſtroy while Moſes doth thus pray, and there- 
fore Moſes hold thy peace z ceaſe praying, that 
I may devour, arid'deftroy. © EL, 
NA Yet once more,fuchis the prevalency of Pray- 
\7 


er, thatifthere be @ ſpirit of Faith and Ptayerin 

the Satnts on the behalf of a Nation , or people, 

11's almoſt an infallible fign that God will nor de-. 
| troy, 


WES | 
| firoyy but have mercy upon that people} The  - 
rayers of the _ (with holy reverence beir 
, ſpoken do overcotne the Almighty z ſo thar 
God cannot withſtand the fairh aud prayer of his 
people, and rhereafon liecthhere z Becauſe they 
wreſtle with God in his own ſtrength, they en- 
- gage the Almighty in almighty ſtrength , and ſo 
muſt needs be prevailers, 
-- Well then might Eſha ſay of E1:jah Crhat 
mighty man of prayer ) when he was taken up to 
heaven, [| the chariot of Iſrael and the horſemes 
thereof J and alſo King Joaſh ſay the ſame of E- 
Iſha; when he lay ftck ot his deadly fickneſs y For 
that indeed the ſtrengch of a Nation lyeth nor in 
chariots and horſemen, in rowers and caſtles, &c. 
burin rhe prayersof the | Faithful J of the land. 
S$ir's not the Common-prayers of the common 
{wearers and dfunkards that will ſecure and in- 
{afe a people, but the fervent prayers of righteous 
ones, Wicked fwearers, Drunkards, Adulterers, 
Idolaters and cruce- breakers are the plague and 
curſe of a Nation; but holy, believing and pray- 
ingones , they are the bleffing ofa-Nation. A. 
Nation 1s more. beholding to the meancſt Kit» 
chin-maid in ir, that hath 1n her a ſpirit of prayer, 4 / 
then to a thouland of her profane {waggeting ” 
Geatry z ſuch Gentry that are better atwhoring, 
ſwearivg and drinking, then they are at praying, 
When they are drunk they'l curſe and ban the 
people of God to the pit of hell; bur alas, che 
- people of God {ina holy ſenſe. doth laugh them 
| | to 
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 4.toſcorn: they'l put the prayers, and tears, and 
\/_.fighs of one righteous perſon; againſt cen thou- 
XR ſand of theſe poor ſelt-deftioyerys, and,will be 
'confident that, the prayers and+reaBs.of that one 
perſon (be he a Cobler, or,a”Tinker, or be the a 
Kitchin maid, as aboveſaid )ſhal co them more 
good, then ten thouſand of them ſhall do hurt 
by all cheir oaths and curſes. | 
Theſe profane wrerches, are teady ro wiſh 
the people of God all our of the world, but alas! 
what would then theſe wretches do > they are 
bebolding to the ſaints for their very beings , 
and for the continuance of all their mers 
cles. | 
| WhenGad hath but once gathered in his e- 
le&, and done his work in Zioz,he will ſoon pull 
the world about theſe mens cars: If the right-; 
eous be ta ken away, he ts takes away from the evil 
10 come, (Iſa57:;:1:) Woto Socom, if Lot de- 
part; and {o I may ſay, Wo to Englaid, if the 
—_— ſhould be taken away; VV o to Loder, 
| enever thou ceaſcft to be arefuge to the ſaints, 
q\ whenever thy gates ſhall be ſhur againſt the mi- 
\ nifters and people of the Zord Jeſus. | 


Ten thouſand woes to that man, family, 

+ citie, or nation, that engageth againſt the prayers 
\ ofthe Saints; thar feeks to defend and maintain 
that intereſt which the Saints do ( by Scripture- 
rule) pray againſt, and believe muſt go down, If 

I know my heart,I would not be in the condition 

of 


(x5) Go 
efſuch for rhe whole world; Blind fools / do 
they think ro ſtand againſt the faich and praiers 
of the Saints, which (in a holy ſenfe ) overcom. 
eth God himſelf > It they do, they may find- 
themſelvs miſtaken when ir 1s too late. 

'The children of 1{racl, chouch they ſlighred and 
deſpiſed the Prophets, would in time of dcſtreſs 
come to them for prayer, 1 Sam-7.8.9, & 12.199 
Y<a Pharoah, as proud, and as high as he was, yet«./ _ 
when the plague was upon him, 44sſ-s he muſt be” /\ 
{ent for, and be entreared to pray tor him, and 


his le. 
The tions may come, when the proudcſt perſe- 

cutor on earth , may ſee caufeto beg thc prayers 

of ſuch whom he now perſccutes. | 

_ Andthus much for the reaſons of rhe doctrine, ant 

- ſhewing why rhe people of God muſt needs be at: 

fe&ed with, and mourn over the deati of praying 

and believing ones, 

 Weeſhall now proceed to application: 

And firſt itaftords marrer of information ;:as #ſe 1. 

Firſt, if ir be a Chriſt-like frame ro: mourn oycr 

the death'of {ach as are truly gracious, it informs 

us, how unlike to Chriſt ſuch are ; .who though 

they plead for Chriſtian buriall,yer do attend tu- 

nerall ſolemnitieswirh a vain, wicked , ungodly +/_. 

ſpirir, and carriage, making the houſeof mour- / \ 

ning a houſe of laughter, and fiiling themſcives 

with wine( wherein is excels ) untilthey become 

more like beaſts then men, which 1s a pra&ice 

that may -be found , not onely among the poor 
1800- 
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\_-ignorant country people , but tooofren in this 
/ \ great city, | | 


You may ſoon jadge how fit ſuch perſons are 
toatend upona funerall Sermon g. but indeed 1 
am apt to think,funeral! Sermons have generally 
been rather for oſtentation, and 'vain glory, then 
tor profit, , | 

Hereby is likewile condemned that heathes 
nifh pra&ice of ringing of bells ſo ſoon as ever 
funeral ſolemnitres are performed: 

How unſuicable is 1t, that ſo ſoonas ever the 
husband, or wife, or a godly friend is laid in the 
earth, to ſet the bells a ringing , which imports 
matter of joy rather then of ſorrow? 

I ain preaching now to a people, who have by 
a profcffion ſeparated themſelves from the world, 
and the traditions thereof; you'l do well to keep 
your ground in theſe evil daye$,and ſo to educate 
and bring up your children as that they alſomay 
be delivered from theſe ſnares, Bur 

2 If itbe a Chriſt like frame ot ſpirit to bewail_ 
the periſhing of good men, it informs us how un- 
like co Chriſt thar ſpiriris,whereby men do cen- 
ſure, and reproach good men when taken away 
by death, 

AndI do the rather mention this, becauſe ſome 
have taken the boldneſs to judge and cenſure this 


' pretious ſervant of Chriſt now in glory , and 


co ſpeak very unwotthily concerning him, fince 
His death : 
Oh dreadfull how unlike to ChriRt is this ſpi- 


Tit> 
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Ti? thou thar ſhouldſt be judging & condemning 
thy ſelt for non-improvement oftſo great a mer- 
cy,artjudging this eminene ſervant of Chriſt now 
dead, The Licurgy of the Church of Exglard wil 
reach theeberter;tor let perfonsbe never ſo vile in 


their lives, yet when they come to be laid in the — 
gravexthen they are dear brerthren{8& ſiſters, Con- / 


fider you thar are of this ſpirir,how ſad it will be 
if this ſervant of Chriſt ſhall appearasa witneſs 
againſt you ar the great day of - account, ifthe 
ſermons that he preach'd, & the profers of grace 
that God made by him,ſhal witneſs againſt thee, 
and thou then be judged, condemned, and fent to 
hell for not receiving,entertaining, and improving 
the precious ſermons of this glorified ſaint, It's 
poſſible now you that judge and condemn him , 
and {peak more then you know,or more then is 
eruthof him , and that poſſibly to caraall and 
wicked perſons, you may have your tale heard,& 
it may be pleaſing to. wicked prophane people, 
that he ſhould be ſo judged by his own followers, 
bur at the great day of Chrift there wil be-none 
to hear a tale againſt him : ar that day, God will 
clear his 1nnocency befqre men and Angels,and it 
ſhall appear to all rhe world, that he was a true 
_ anda faithful ſervant of Chriſt, when it may be 

ſome of thoſe that do now judge him, ſhall then 
be condemned for notorious hypocrits , and it 
ſhall appear, rhate(notwithſtanding all t heir pro- 
feſſion, and pretended Zeal for the name, and 
glory of God, ) they m_ workers of ny, 

| an 
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and ſuch who did live inthe love of {ome accur- 
fed fin or other, 5. 1 vo thi bY 
\ O therefore away with this ſpiric, to hell with 
\ Ir, for from thence it came, Let it ſuffice thae 
Y\ this glorified ſaint ſuffered much in this kind 
-./ while he was living: I am apt to think the heats, 
\, and paſfions, and raſh cenſures of profeſſors, hath 
made him oft go hotne witha ſad heart, and coſt 
him many a tear in private: let this his ſuffering 
| fuffice,ler not his name ſuffer now he is dead: {ute 
ter him co be quiet in his grave : Leave his judge- 
ment to the Lord, 'and let it be your work ro im- 
prove thoſe many prerious ſermons thar he hath 
1n the fear of his God preach'd unto you, 
About Me, As to the matcer of his raking theOaths of Ale 
Sympton's legiance and Supremacy upon his releaſment out 
takivg the of Priſon, which hath occafioned ſo much ralk,t 
Oaths, {hall onely ſay theſe two things, 
Firſt, that in Queen E/Zz&eths, and King 
Fames time, theſe Qaths were taken and plead. 
ed forz and that nor onely by the faith and rroth 
Chriſtians, but even by the Non-conformiſts of 
thoſe times, who:were eminent for God in their 
day, and whoſe names are yer pretious among the 
Lords people, & who are known{by their works) 
ro be men greatly inlightned in the myſteries of 
the Goſpel, Now alchough I do nor look upon 
their example to be binding to the ſaints in after. 
ages, or a ſuffictent rule for our praR&ice, yer I 
| ' jadgethe conſideration nor onely of the grearho- 
tlyneſfs, but alſo of the clear light that many E 
| ; thole 
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ehoſe(who did themtake the Oaths with great ſa- E: 
tiſfaion ) had in the word of God, may a little | 
take off the edge'of that bitter ſpirit char is in 

many profeſſors againſt their brethren for theſe p 

things; for that it cannot be Judged otherwiſe,bur 
that many who did take theſe Oaths with great 
ſatilfaQion, are now in glory: Bur 

2, Who made thee Lordover thy Brother's 

Conſcience 2 Muſt all proteſlors be condemned | 
by thee, becaule they cannot.ice with thy eyes, 

and tread in thy ſteps? By what authority: doeſt 
thou impoſe thy particular light and periwaſion 

upon thy brother; & that fo,as almoſt ro un-ſaint 

him wichour conformity > This impoſing ſpirit 

is an Antichriſtian ipirit evermore, How ualike ;_ 
thy ſelf doſi thou a&t,when norwithſtanoing rhou f 
pleadeſt for Liber:y of Conſcicnce, and agan;ſt.im- 
poſitions, yer thou ſhalt impoſe thine own, per- 
{waſtons upon thy brother atter this rare ; Such 
impoſing ſpirits { let their projtefons be whar 

they will ) are not to be confided ny tor it my 

well be teared, that thoſe that can ſo readily take 

away the good name of a godly man, becaufe he 
cannot coyform to-their Light, would take away 
hiscſtate and liberty alſo upon the very ſame ac- 
county were it in their power, Indecd thofe men 

are greatly to be lamented that ſhall fin againſt V#*- 
Light, againſt avowed principles, againſt ſolemn 
-covenants and engagements , ſhall do that which 

is clean contrary to. their own dogtrines and aſ- 
Aertions ; I mean, when thoſe avowed principles, 
| D 2 {olemn 


\ 
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folemn covenants; doarines and aſſertions have 
been according to the Word of God, But thus 
did not this tauhful man, he did nothing in this 
matrer but what was according to his Light;and 
that is evident, for that ſeveral months before his 


. impriſonment he did publickly declare his judg- 


ment ro be for,and not againſt the taking of thete 
Oaths, and did plead it while in priſon with ſeve- 
ral friends ; and when he came before the Courr, 
the marter lying ſo, that either he muſt rake the 
Oaths, or elſe return to priſon, he did judge that 
he ſhould have ſinned againſt God , and againſt 
thoſe over whom the Holy Ghoſt had made him 
overſeer, and againſt bis family, and againſt him* 
ſelf» if he ſhauld have returned to: priſon ſor re- 
fufing that which he had light ro do, The caſe 
being thus ( as it 1s known to hundreds to be ) L 
ſhould hardly truſt my life, eſtate, or liberty in 
that mans hand, that ſhould trample upon the 
name of Mr, Fehn Simpſon for ſo doing, 

The next uſe may be of Exhorcatiou. Is it 
ſo, that iris. a Chriſt-like frame of ſpirir to be 
deeply affected with, & to mournover the death 
ot-{uch as ate truly _— 5 Then it. coacerns 
us ſertouſly-ro confider the providences of God 


_ this way, and that more generally, and more Par- 


ticularly. Firſt more generally,. God hath lately 
made ſad breaches upon maa y of the f.imilies of 
his precious ſervants ; many a flonriſhins {ami- 
Iy hath mouldred away in a lictle time : And God 
bath lately taken away many very famous inftru= 


Mes 
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ments, both Miniſters and otherszſo that we have 
cauſe to cry out with the Pſalmiſt,Pſ, 121, Hep 
Lord, for the go1ly man ceaſeths for the faithful 
fail from among the children of men, Now this diſ- 
penſation of God calls for deep humiliation, and 
it becomes us to bow before God, and ro meer 
him in the way of his judgments, leaft his wrath 
w_ out further againſt us; and there be no re= 
medy, 

Bur 24, and more particularly,1 would beg you 
of this Congregation to conſider the preſent 
ſtroke of God upon you in raking away Mr, Jehz 
Sympſen : And for the enforcing of this confide« 
ration, [ ſhall propoſe theſe few particulars : 

Firſt, This to me isa very ſpeaking providence,  , x; 
I know all the providences of God ſpeaks ſome- 
thing ro.us, bur this ſpeaks very much ; as, firſt | 
it ſpeaks forth an immediate hand of God ; God 
hath raken him from you, and not man. Now 
tor God to take away his Miniſters at ſuch a day 
as this is, muſt needs be a ſpeaking providence ; 
evenat ſuch a day wherein men flay them civil- 
ly, flay them tn their teſtimony, and render them 
as naturally dead, for God then to take them as 
way by death, is as muchas if God ſhould ſay, 
. Well,if my fervants trouble yougit cheir reftimo- 
ny be a torment unto you , Ile take them from 
you, and provide for them in another worid, You 
{ay rhey hal be as if they were naturally dead; 
and becauſe you {ay fo, they ſhall be dead indeed: 
for God.and man to be both ar this work; n_ ro 

ay 


flay them civilly,and God F ſlay them judicially, 
is {urely marter of great lamentatic, 

 _ . 2. This ſtroke may ſpeak forth romany of you,a 
3* non-improvement of ſa great a mercy as the.con- 
tinuance of Lis M' niſtcry was;] judg many of you 
preſent lived years under theMiniſtry of thisfatth- 

tal ſervantof Chriſt, and his Miniſtry hath been 
Ezek,33,32 DLO you As 4 Lery lowely ſong, of one that bath 8 
pleaſant woice, «n4 can play well on an ir fhument ; 

eu hate heard bus words, tut you mouid not ao them, 
There hath not been a ſuitable converſation ro 

/ ſucha Miniſtry : A Goſpel, ſpiriwal, heavenly 
7\ Miniſtry, calls fora Golpel,ipiritual and heaven- 
ly Converſation ; ſuch. was his Miniſtry, bur ſuch 
..,4\ {Ifear) hathnorbeen the converſation of many 
'\ ot his hearers, And indeed all of us that did in-- 

* joy more or leſs of his labours , have cauſe to 
mouri before the Lord this day tor our non-im- 
provement, that we were ſo vain and carclcſs in 

our hearings. that we'rook no more care about 

the hearing receiving, and praiſing what God 
was pleaſed to reveal] unto us by his ſervant. This. - 
faithfull manmight(according to the judgement 

of reaſon } have lived many years, & done much 
ſervice; Now for God to take away his faithful 
labourers in the midſt of their days, to cauſe their 

tun to feratnoon., is a Proyidence that hath a 
dreaGtull aſpe& vponvunfaithtull, and untruftſuil 
hearers, Andindeed ſuch like ſtrokes te)ls us all, 

that Eternity dzaws on apace, that twil nor be 


long ere the Kingdom of Chrifts paticnce be 0- 
ver : 
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ver: *wwil be butasa day, and Chrift ſhall ceaſe: 
. to make proffers of grace,and the ſpirit ſhal ceaſe 
to ſtrive with man, and all faichful Miniſters and 
Laborers ſhall ceale to pray and preach forever ; 
and thoſe unalterable words ſhall be. made good, 
Rev.22.11, Et him that is unjuſt be unjuſt till, &c, 
Oh 1 what wouid many a condemned wretch 
ive at the great day 10 have Chriſt, and mercy, 
and pardon. proffered to ir then, as they have 
been: many a: time proffered in the Miniſtry of 
this glorified Saint > But know { O foul ) thar 
if thou dieft deſpifing and rejeAing Chriſt and 
ſpiritual bleſſings, Chriſt will deſpiſe thee at thar | 
lay z and then 'twil nor be all thy crying and \/-f) 
roaring that will fave thee from the wrath of the */\ | ! 
| Lambs from everlaſting plagues and judge- 
| - _ - -meaw. SUIS LY | 
= Ze This diſpenſation of God may poſſibly ſpeak 2. 
i to many of you,a diſpifing & fleighting the per- ry 
| '  ſonand giftsofthis holy man, In this generati- 
on of profeſlors hath been found a haughty «. / 
proud ſpirit, a heart lifted up againſt God, and | | 
" his honeſt fincere hearted ſervants: No {ooner * 
have perſons gattena few airy notions of religi- 
of, but preſently rhey have been apr ro flighr,and 
rrample upon not onely thoſe that have oeenbe- 
tow them, but upon'thoſe alſo who have inflait- 
ly ( to ſpeak by. way of. compariſon ) excelled 
x ng both in parts, and grace. Now for God 
ro take away his eminently gifted fervants , doth 
very much condemn this proud and haughty ſpi- 


fir, 
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' tir, In ſuchkindof providences , God ſeemeth 
thus to ſpeak; ls ir nor enough, # O ye profeſſors 
of England J is irnorenough, that my faithfull 

miniſters, 8 labourers ſhould be reproached, and 
ſcorned, anderampled on by the prophane wicke 
ed people, but you [ my profefiing people ] muſt 
delpiſe, and ſcorn them, and delight to grieve 
their ſpiritss VVhen irmaybe a faithful ſervanc 

1 of mine hath with prayers, and rears ſecretly ] 

l ſought unto me for light in ſuch a ſcripture, or 

erurch, and I have anſwered his prayer, and given 

him light therein, and he hath preachrt unto you 
in my ſpirir, and fear, then ( witha great deal of 
diſ-reſpe& ro my ſervant)you have brought forth 
your obje&ions and cavils againſt the truth deli- 
vered, and this nor to {atiſfie your ſelves in the 
knowledge of truth: It hath not been that you 
might know , love, and obey truth, but to pleaſe 
your itching ears,and your critical fancies; and ſo 

have ſent home my ſervant with a eroubled and a 

perplexed ſpirit for your ſakes, Well], faith God, 

fince it is ſo, thatmy ſervants teſtimony 1s a tor» 
| ment to the prophane, and their Sitrs » and per- 

ſons deſpiſed by you, that profeſs my name , I'l 

. take them out of the world, out of all your way, 

rake them into mine own boſome,. and king- 
dom,where neither a ſcornfol malicious finner , 
nora proud profeſſor ſhall trouble, or grieve 
them more, -— "Ov 
This kind of ſpirit was in theChurch of Corinth: 
Pas! ( that glorious preacher ) was fleighted by 
many 


. - | 
many of the giſted perſons of that Church, * and 3 Eor.16.165, 
ir'snotto be queſtioned, but that there were ſome | 
in that Church thar chought themſelyes as wile 
as Paul, and as fir to preach as Paul, and to adviſe, 
and give counſellas Paul, &c, | 

But I would have perſons of this ſpirit, to weigh 
that text, Ezek, 33.30.ſaith God to Ezekiel, 4/ſo 
thou ſon of man, the children of thy peaple are fbill 4 
talking againſt thee by the walls, andin the dcors of 
the houſes, and ſpcak one to ar.other, every one to bus 
rather, ſaying, Come,1 pray you, and hear what s the 
word that come:b from the Lord, | 

Here God taketh notice of their ſecret whiſper- 
ings againſt his Prophets, how they ſpoke againſi 
Ezekiel behind the door , and the wal!, and ſaid 
({coffingly)come;,letus go hear what this EXekie/ 
will tell us from the Lord, what ſtorie of judge- 
ment and wrath he hath co prate of roday. My 
dearly beloved,God taketh notice of all thoſe un- 
worthy ſpeeches thatare ſpoken ſecretly concern- 
ing his miniſters, he takes notice of that vain 
fleighr ſpirit that hath been among profeffors ; »_ 4 
who have ſaid one to another, Comezlets go hear®”. 
ſuch a man today , hear what he will fay, what ' 
news be will tel us, what he will ſpeak in the name _ 
of the Lo1d ro us this day,&c. Beloved, is there 
ever a ſoul in this congregation, that hath ſecret- 4 
ly fpoken againſt this fairhfull ſervant of Chriſt , * 
now in heaven? Oh! thar God would break thy 
beart, ard ſo ſanRify this preſent troke, as that 
it may tend to humble thee under the ſenſe of 


thy fir, And thus much for the firſt argument 
E to 


| (26) | 
' to niove to humiliation, vis. that the death © 
this fairhfull ſervant of Chriſt, is a very ſpeaking 
providencee | 55h 
Secondly, To move you to a ſenſe of this ſtroke 
conſider theſe two great circumſtances where- 
with it was cloathed : Firſt, That God took 
him away immediately upon his releaſment our 
of Priſon, when you had ſome hopes of a further 
enjoyment of his labors : and Secondly, Thar 
God ſhould rake him away at ſuch a time,atime 
wherein there is the greateſt want of faithful and 
zealous laborers, as hath been for many ſcores of 
years in Englinds eſpecially of ſuch as are in- 
lighrned in, and zealous for Church-work ; ſuch 
as have abilities for, and a heart tothar great 
work of maintaining the people of God intheir 
ſeparation from rhe world, and Anttchriſtian de. 
filements, 

Thirdly, A third motive to humiliation,is that 
near relation tharwas berween this ſervant of the 
Lord,and many of you preſent :he wasto many of 
' you a faithful Paſtor and Teacher ; who labored 
amongſt you in the Word and DoArine, And 
mind what the Prophet ſaithy Zech, 13.7, Smite 
the ſhepherd, and the ſheep ſhall be ſcatrered, 3c. It 
the Lord prevent nor, now the ſhepherd is ſmir- 


—= ten you'l be ſcattered; for it will be hard to find 


a perſon ſo ready to venture life and liberry to 
fecd you, as undoubredly ( had God fpared him) 
he would have been. And beſides, ro many.of 
you he might be a ſpiritual Fathers , a Father in 
Chriſty. 


(27) 

Chrifſt,a means of your Convig&ion and Conver- 
fion z andoh! what hard hearts have you, if you / ' 
cannot mourn over a dead Father, a dead ſhep- | 
herd,a faithful Paſtor when raken from you, &c2 
Bur 

| Fourthly, conſider choſe bleſſed qualifications 
wherewith this ſervant of Chriſt wasbeſpangled, 
and whereby he was inabled to ſerve tte glory 
of God and your ſouls : As, 

Firft, he was one that had love for all Saints ; ; 5 
he had room 1n his heart tor every ſoul that he did = 
judge to be received into the hearr of Chriſt : he 
held communion with che Saints, not upon the, , 
account of this or that form , or name, butupon-r 
the account of: union with che Lord Jeſus ; he - + 
loved no man upon the account: of opſnion, bur 
upon the account of unton with Chriſt, and this 
he hath declared many a time in this Congrega- » 
tion, There was hardly a member that he did 
in the name of Chriſt and the Church give the 
right hand of fellowſhip unto,burt hedid acquainr 
them with this his principle; told them that ., « » 
union with Chriſt was the ground of communt- 
onamonsg the Sainrss and the realon of their ad- * 
miſſion was not their being of this or that opini- 
on, but for that they were judged perſons inter- 
cſted in Chriſt , and ſuch who (by virtue of 
Chriſts purchaſe) were heirs of that glory above 
that muſt receive all Saints ( not as Presbycers, 
or Independents , or Anabaptiſts, &c, ) but as 
Saints, into 1ts everlaſting habitations, | 

E a Seconds 
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Secondly,He had great light in the do&rine of 
FreeGraceghe had caft anchorwithinthe yai),and 
underſtood much of thar great myſtery of the 

' mercy ſear, And indeed here lay the glory of his 

miniſtry, in holding forth the riches of Gods 
 egraceby Jeſus Chriſt, In the preaching of this 
* Do&rine, hewasa myſtery to this blind world, 

they could not underftand him, and therefore 

hardly knew by what name to call him; and nor 

onely ſo, but he was an offence to many profeſ- 

ſors; for they ( not being able to reach him ) did 

judge that he intended liberty ro fin, notwith- 

. Kanding he did often mention thoſe cautions 

laid down by the Apoſtle, Rem. 6.1,2, 15. Gal- 

2. 17, And as at many other times, fo 

( blefſed be God ) a little before his impriſon=- 

. mene,prcaching from thar text Rew. 3, 15, 16. 

_ *  &c, hedid ſocharge profeſſors with their luke- 
__  warmneſs, and x; / mens negle& of cloſer 
duty, and family duty, and Church duty, that he 

lefra ſutficient teſtimony behind him,for the ſtop - 
pingof fuchmouths for ever, Bur in thisrheſervanc 
was not above his Lord for the Phariſees did 
thus charge Chrift, they did charge him with be- 
inga friend to publicans and finners*:Somerhing 

ot truth there was inthis charge ; for Chriſt he 
was theſinners friend, but undoubredly the intent * 
of that charge was to accule Cariſt wich being 
a friend xo fin, and with indulging fin and wick- 
edneflle in his tollowers; which was abominable ; 
. for though Chriſt loveth the ſinner, yer he hates 

| | _ the 
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the fin with a perfe& hatred, Now if the Hibris.s; 
wicked heart of man could thus charge Chrift, 
it's no wonder thatthis his faithful ſervant ſhould 
thus be judged, ; 

And further, as he had great light.in the Cove- , 
nant of Grace, ſo he preacht that Do@rine with ' 
' the greateſt alacrity, and raiſedne(s of ſpiritima- , \ - 
ginable, In the handling of other Jubje&s he 
was more ſtceighined and diſcompoſedgbnt when + 
he came to ſpeak of the unſearchable riches of & 
the Grace of Chriſt, he was as an Angel of God, 
lifted up above hinfelf : he had a flood of words, . 
and yer ſcemed to want words to expreſs what - + 
he did know , and what he didenjoy of divine ' 
graceana favour, This being true ( as thoſe thar 
did live under his Miniſtry knows it to be)the loſs 
muſt needs be great, | 

To loſe a pure Goſpel: Preacher is a great loſs: 
Eternity depends upon a right-underftanding of 
the grear Do@rine of Juſt:fication by Chriſt - 
Eternity depends not upon being baprized once 
or twice,uponthis or the other Formz we may be 
guilty of miſtakes about the circumſtances of 
worſhip, and yet be happy; butif we miſtake a- 
bout thegreatmatterof our Juſtification by Chriſt, 
we are loſt for ever, And beſides, this Do@rine 
gives in the beſt comfort in the worſt timesz gives 
peace in trouble, and joy in ſarrow, and life in 
death, &c, When there are troubles withour, 
and fears within, it is the conſideration of the 
Covenant of Grace alone thac cay eſtabliſh and 
ſertle the hearr of a true believer, It's 


az. 
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Ir's not ſo much the ſouls looking to the light 
within, oro its own qualifications, as to that 
perfe& ſatisfa&tion that Chriſt made to divine 


Juſtice for all irs fins in his own perſon, tharmuſt 


begetin the ſoul a well-grounded hope of eternal 
glory, All our inherent qualifications withour 


. an intereſt inthe righteouſneſs and ſatisfaRtion 


of Chriſt, will leaye us ſhort of heaven ar the 
laſt, Bur 
Thirdly, he was a faithful ſervant of Chrifts 


= fairhful I ſay, and that both in reſpe& to God, 


and alſo ro the ſouls of ſuch ro whom he preachr, 
Firſt faithful ro God ; in that whenever it pleaſ- 
ed the Lord to reveal ought of his will and plea- 
ſur: unto him, whenever any thing was warm up- 
on his ſpirir, that he did judge to be from the 
Lord, out it came, let it pleaſe or diſpleaſe, hee 
would not bawk his light and conſctenceupon no __ 
account whatever, He did not ſhun to declare 
unto you the whole counſel of God, ſo faras ir 
was revealed unto him, And then his faithfulneſs 
unto your ſouls did appear in this, that it at any 
time he was convinced that he had delivered any 


- thing that was not conſonant to Scripture, hee 
-. would publickly and openly confeſs his miſtake 


anderror, and trample upon Hs own name and 
honor to ſecure your ſouls , that 'you might not 
be miſtaken and deceived through his means. Thar 
he did ataoy time miſtake , ſhews that he was a 
man ſubje& to e1ror, as the beſt of men are ; that 
he did thus ingenuoufly and openly confeſs his 

Error 


(32). | 
error when convinced, thews thathe was an emi» 
nent faithful Chriſtian, faichful both to truth and 
the ſouls of his hearers, I amaprtro think thar > 
many Preachers have taught erroneous and dam- | 
nable do@rines, and thereby have ſeduced many; + 
and that fome of theſe Preachers bave been con- 
vinced that they have ſo done, bur notwittftan- 
ding this convi&ion, the perſons ſeduced by them , 
night. go to hell in theit miſtakes, before they 
would indeavor to reduce them , by making an , \, 
open and publick acknowledgment of thoſe er- 
rors which they have preache, Man is a proud 
creature, and ſtands much upon his name and ho- 
nour ; ſo that it is rare to finda perſon that is wi 
ling (as Mr. Sympſor often hath done) ro irample 
upon his name, though thereby he might litr up 
Chrift's name, and ſave ſouls from dropping in- 
to hell, 

Fourthly, he was a zealous ſervant of Chriſt, 4. 
hee was willing to ſpend and bee ſpent that hee 
might fulfil his Miniftry, and do your ſouls good. 

How laborious was he in preaching 2, how con- 

ſtant was he in attending upon the Aflemblys of 

the Church > and how otcen.-hath he blamed you 

. for negle&ing thoſe Aﬀemblys >» He was not.one 

that did the work of the. Lord negligently, bur 

with a fervent ſpirit he ſerved his God,, He was 

not one that would indentwith God betore-hand, - 

that would ſtand upon terms, iaying, Lord, Ile 

ſerve thee, ſo myname, .and eſtate, and liberty - - 

may be ſecured 3 but wiaatever nedid judge aye 
is: 


wa,” 4. 
* 


we 
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his duty, he would preſently up and be doing,and 
leave the ſucceſs and bleffing to the Lord, 
Fiithly; he was an ex>crimental Chriſtian; 
one that h:& much communion with God , and 
© / much cxp:riene: *£ 5 goodneſs, 85 you have 
- + heard him ofter,ex5re; 83” * ny a Preacher diſhes 
/ » outlargely ro others, of thce which he rafts 
 Y bur lictle hi;;felf, I aw ant to think, manya 


 »  feirhfulMizatter of Zariſt lives but Jowgin com. * 
pariſon to whz: this Lieffed Saint injoyed. By 


this his experience, he was enabled to ſpeak a 
4 Yordindueſeaſon tothe weary ſoul, 

Ig Sixthly, he was a very humbie condeſcending 
Chriſtian: How did he labour after thoſe things 
that might make for peace? he laboured always 
to maintain the unity of the ſpirit, in the bond of 
peace:he would condeſcend rothe meaneſt mem- 
ber of theChurch for peace ſakes. If he fail'd in 
any thing, it was in that he was too apt to be. 
drawn away by the perſwalſtons of his brethren, 
and could not carry on Church matters with 

| that authority, majeſtic, ſeverity, and ſpirir of 
+ | govertiiment, which he might{according to ſcrip- 
rure rule }) have done, to the reproof, and ſhame - 
- - of ſuch, whoare deſirous of, and content with 
-* the enjoyment of Church previledge ; but are 
_ high and proud to ſubmit unto Charch diſci- 
pline, 
— ---. © There are av%erfities of operations, but it sthe 
L £#,12.6. (;e $6d which wirketh al in all. For to one is gi- 
ven aruling ſpirir, to another, a healing ſpiric : 
But 
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But all theſe worketh that 4.5 and the ſelf ſame ſpivis, 


#:Uidirg to etery man ſeverally as bemifl, Andthe 
works and graces of God in his people, are to be 


honoured and admired according as they ſhine - 


forth 1n their operations and diverfities, Do- 
mination, and rule is that moſt men ſeek after, 
It's hard to find a perſon thar is gitted, willing te 
_ condeſcend(cven in thoſethingswherein ke may} 
to thoſe Chriſtians that are below hitn for peace 
{ake, A healing ſpiritis a glorious ſpirit, and a 
ſpicit much waning among the people of God in 
England.To loſe therefore aChriſtian ofa healing 
. compoſing ſpirit, is a great loſs. 
. Laſtly, He was a holy man. . Aﬀeer the Lord 


_ . waspleaſed to work upon him by his mighty ſpi- 


rit and power, and to reveal the riches of :grace 
thorow Chriſt unto his ſoul, he was ( as is 
known to many) of a. heavenly converſati. 


ON. M17 - | 
He walked cloſe with God in his family ;. he 
was not a faint abroad,and a Divel at homey bur 
made it appear that he was really good, by'this, 
thatbe wasrelatively good;goodinhis relations; 
a good husband, a:good father, &c, © © 
He ſate looſe from this world ; he made not 
gain his godlineſs;he did not defign to make mer 
chandize of Chriſt and the Goſpel. | 
He hath often denied mony tor-pteaching, eſpe- 


cially funerall Sermons ; and if any were torced 
upon him, or ſent after him, he would ſoon diſ- / 


Poſe of it to the poor, 
His 
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;Kis diſcourſe was moſtly heavenly, and ſpi- 

 / rituall: If ocher diſcourſe was in hand, he was 
\\ - bur.dall company,he had little to ſay: bur it the 
| \ / \ conference were heavenly, he was as upon the 
wing, as a fiſh itithe water, anda bird'inthe air; 


&c. | 
. Ifit be here objeRed, that Mr. Sympſon was 
in his younger years of a vain and ſlight conver- 
{ation; Iarfwer, | 
Firſt, Divine love rideth in greateſt tryumph, 
when it hath the greateſt finners following it as 
11's captives, | | 
Secondly, Some in the Church of - Cor#ath 
thatidid heartily cloſe with Chriſt, were before 
theirconverfion very vile, and wicked;ſ(ee 1. Cor; 
6..9, 10, Ii. Such were ſome of you: but ye are-waſh » 
ea, &c, but. _ . | 

Thudly, This bleed ſaint would to his dying 
day acknowledge his former vanity, and ungod- 
lyneſs, to his own ſhame, and the lifting up of 
the riches of free' grace through the blood of 
Chriſt: and mind what the Apollle ſaith, x Foh»- 
E.9..(f we.canfeſ our ſins, be is faithful and juſt to: 
forgive our [in;,and to cleanſ us from all unrighteoms- 
we ſs. 7-2-3450 : 

Thus much for the 44h, motive to humiliari- 
on, which was drawn from the qualifications of. 
this ſervantof Chriſt, 1 2 3  - -- 

Y The 57%, and ilaft motive to humiliation is; to- 
© Conſider thegreat blefling, and ſucceſs that did. 
attend his. miniſtry: He was (throvgh Gods bleſ-. 
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| (99) 
ſing ) inftrumental for the converſion of many \ - 
fouls, he hath left behind him many ſeals of -his Xx 
miniſtry, Every faithful laborious preacher is / ) 
not atrended with ſuch a bkefling, Many a God-_ 
ly miniſter hath 1ſa/4hs commiſion (Chap. 6.10.) 
To make the heart of his people fat ,, ard their ears 
heavy ; ( dreadful work ) awd to ſhut their ezes-: leſt 
they ſee with thetr les, ani heat” with their ears,-and 
-underfta'd with their heart, and convert, and be 
healed, It was the ſaying of a godly Miniſter in 
Englund, aftcr ſome years preaching to a people, 
That he had preacb'd bis people deal: | ſay not,bur / *+ 
that many might be the more fit for hell by the 
means of Mr, Sywpſon's miniſtry ; ir might 
( through the wickedneſs of rhe hearers ) be the 
ſayour of death unto death to many : but this I | 
{ay, thar God bleſt him above ſcores, nay hun» -4— 2X. 
dreds of Preachers in the great wotk of Conver. , | 
fion, in eurning ſouls from darkneſseolighr, and 
from the power of Satan unto God,&c. Now to 
loſe a Miniſter, whoſe miniſtry was attended 
with ſo greata bleffing(eſpecially at ſuch a time, _4 
when it is rar&to hear of onenew Convert Jmuſkt | 
needs be a gteart loſs, I ſhal here 1n the cloſe of 
this Exhortation ſpeak a word or two by way of <,,,-,, 
Caution gs and that £ : 
* 1. Though this ſtroke of God be a matter of }; 
ſorrow and humiliation, yet yott muſt rake heed - 
of a murmuring ſpirit : You have cauſe to bee 
diſpleaſed with your ſelves, and your fins, bur 
nct withGod ;/ andichar- ET "8 W 
FED FI Be- 


_ 


| 6 _ 

- F,, Becauſe God RL. cl nothing but what 
he firſt gave. The perſon and gifts of this Sainr,, 
were given unto you by the Lord ; he hath taken 
nOthing but his own. Learn therefore to {ay with 
Job;Chap,1,2 1-« The Lord gate,and the Lord bath 


| Taker, anay ;, bleſſed bethe name ef the Lord, 


2. You have no caule to murmure, and that 
becaule.you had ſ{orfeited this mercy long ago : 
that God continued the Miniſtry of this his icr. 
vant ſo long among you, was a fruit of his ſuper- 
abounding love, 

2.Though you are to mourn under this ſtroke, 
yet take heed of mourning as thoſe wichout hopez 
without hope I ſay, 1. With reſpe& to himy tis 
happineſs is unqueſtionable : your loſs 1s his gain. 
He is taken up into glory, and hath there com- 
munion with God, He is out of the reach ot all 


He is where hee'l never have any thing impoſed 


He enemics,they can nowimpriſon him no MCre, 


1] -upon him contrary to Conſcience : hee'l never 
/\ ſuffer there for Non-conformity ſake, There 
| \God is ſerved, adored and glorified with one 


heart, and: with one cenſenr, 2. Mourn not 
without hope with reſpe& to your ſelves, as 
if God were notable to make up this loſs. I 
remember a relation of a Lady, from whomir 
pleaſed God to take an onely Son, that ſome:ime 
aiter a friend coming to viſit her, and bemoaning 
this her ſad loſs, ſhe breaks forth into theſe ex- 


: 7 it preſfions, (I profeſs (ſaith ſhe ) God can never 
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make me amends for the taking away of that 
Son} 


(37) | 
Soi J A dreadful fpeech ic was; take heed ( my 
friends ) of this ſpirit, Ir's rue, your loſs is greats 
but God is able ro ſupply ity and that either 
I. By cauſing the ſpirit of E1ijab to fall upon 
Eliſha, by anotnting and raifiag up of ſome other 
to head and feed you in the room of this his ſer- 
vant, Or 2ly, hecan feed you himlclt without a 
Miniſter : God can fillup the room of Miniſtry 
and Ordinances, Indeed ler God be abſent, and * 1d 
chere's nothing can fillup his room : It's nor hul- N 
band, wife, chuldren, eſtate, liberty, Paſtors, Ore | 
dinances, &c. can ſupply the want of G3d; bur _ 
now let God be preſent, and that is above, and / | 
more then al], And undoubredly, it God deny | 
| you a publick Goſpel-Min'ſtry, it's your duty iO 
wait upon him for more ſecrer and immediate 
feedings, I am atraid, thatas formerly profeſ- 
ſors were greatly guilty of ſleighting and deſpi= 
ſing the means and miniſtry of the Goipel,ſo now 
they will be guilty of Idolizing the Ordinance of 
publick Preaching at ſuch a rate, as to think 
themſclvs bound and obliged to hear men of any 
principles or praQices,, rather then to negle& 
that Ordinance —Arminians, Socinians, Jeſu- {+ (1 
its,.&c, any thing, every thing, rather then be | | | | 
out of publick worſhip, Take heed of mourning c 
ina ſpiritof unbeliet, ſaying, Car God ſpread 
a table in the wilderneſs? can God feed and reach 
without'a Preacher, To live without the true - 
worſhip of God is bad, but to be found ina way 
of falſe worſhip is worſe. It's my duty —_— 
| that 
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(33) | - 
that Ordinance of. Chriſt, which I can't 'enjoy 
without fin.% . © + 

Thus much for that part of the Exhortation, 
which relates tro Humiliation : 1 ſhall give you 
two brief words further, and ſo cloſe, Fiſt, rs 
it ſo thar the death: of faithful inſtruments 1s a 
matter of great Humiliation ; 0 

Then ler chis ſtirr you up to be earneſt with rhe 
Lord, that he would continue and preſerve thoſe 
faichtul miniſters thar do yer remain ,. that he 
would double his fpirit upon them; hide them in 
the ſecret of his preſence : increaſe their number; 
Not forgetting the praycr of Moſes for th:tribe of 
Let, ( Deut. 33,11. )in theſe words, Bleff, 
Lora his ſubſtar.ce,and except the work of his hands, 
ſmite through the let1is of them that riſe againſt him, 
aud of them that hate bim, that they riſe not again, 
Thete words ſhall undoubtedly. be made good 
with re{ſpe& unto the miniſtry of the Golpel , 
Chriſt will in hls cime ſmite rhrough the loins ot 
them thatriſe up againſt a Goſpel miniſtry;hate- 
ing, and deſpitetully uſing his faichfull ſervants , 
& hee'l ſo pterce thrcugh their loyns,as that they 
{hall fall, and never riſe more. 

It the mean time-rake heed you that profeſs 
the name of Chriſt, that you do not endanger the 
reſi of the faithtul labourers that are left amongſt 
you;and that neither, 1. By {lighting and deſpi- 
ſing the meaneſt of them, 2<hro# 36.16,Bat they 
mocked the m-ſſeng-rs of God, and deſpiſed bis werds, 
miſuſed his prepte's, untill rhe wrath of the Lord a- 
= | roſe 


p | 
roſe 474inſt his people, till chere nas 10 remedy, Not 
Secondly, By idolizing thoſe that are moſt emi. 
nent, How many famous inſtruments (to ſpeak 
according co man's judgernent) hath the profeſ*. 


{ors of this age {ene to theit graves before rheir _ 
time, by 1dolizing their perſons and gifts, aſcribe - 


ing that honor and glory torhem, vhich was due 
to Chriſt alone? This ſpirir and trame hath even 
forced:the Lord ( in order to the convincing and 


humbling of his people ) cicher t@ take away the. 


ſpirir of zeal and courage trom ſuch inftrumenre, 


& thereby render them unfit tor further ſervice ,. * 


or elſe to remove them by death from earth ro 
heaven, out of the fight of all his people thar. 
dwell iu tabernacles of corruptclay. | 

_ Laſtly, Such ſtrokes ſhould reach us all to 
provide for death, God takes away our leaders, 
and we muſt follow them:.choſe that would nor 
follow the counſel and adviſe of Mr. Sympſor 
while living, . muſt follow him to the graye 


now dead ;z to the grave wee muſt all go, |, 
aid the Lord knows how ſoon s Of what im- 


port therefore is it, that we all manage mar- 
tzrs ſo while we live, as thatwhen we com to 


die we may. dye in peace, &in ful aflurance of our: 


entrance into glory >. VY'e. ſhould manage all our 
matters {013 this world, as thoſe that muſt once 
dye, and come tojudgement:. performing every 
chung with this proviſo, Thay 1 may Aye neil. I am 
ſo to buy, ſell, and converfe with creatures, that 1 
may «ay: well, I am fo to hear, pray, read, receive 
the ſupper, have communion with the ſaints, a 
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that 1 may dye ell, dye in peace'; all is to be done 
in order to dying well, My beloved,this life 1s 
thetrimmirg chamber unto eternity ; by all the 
means ard mercies thatthou doſt injoy, thou arr 
fitting either to beat the etcrnal weight of glory, 
or the eternal weight of wrath : thou art fitting 
either for heaven, or hell: thou wilt either be 
bound up in the bundle of life, or elſe thou wilt 
be bound up for hell fire, Now the Lord give 
us all hearts to provide {or that everlaſting ſtate, 
Amen, and Amen. 


ERRATA, 
Page 1. line laſt, for fecret read ſevere; and what literal 


miſtakes or miſ-pointings-hath eſcaped the Preſs, you are 
deſired to amend as you find them, c 4 ” 
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